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D 1 ark your calendars for December 18. That’s the date of
' NRBG Reviews -6 our next Womonscape No-Rules Book Group. Come to
| the Richland County Courthouse at 10:30am in

‘l Have You Heard? 7-10 Conference Room #1 on the main level. Bring what you've been
Next Meetine Dat L1 reading and come join us for fun conversation. Here are some of
ext vVleeting Late ’ the highlights from what we read in November.

Ouotes 11

LONGBOURN
by Jo Baker, fiction

Ok, we know you're out there—Jane Austen fans that can hardly wait for
the latest interpretation of Pride and Prejudice, where (spoiler alert) all
ends well for Elizabeth Bennett and Fitzwilliam Darcy. For those Austen-
ites who missed it, Longbourn is the story of what happens behind-the-
scenes in this beloved classic. We find out the names and learn about the
hidden lives of the servants that keep the Bennett household together:
making meals, waiting tables, sewing ballgowns, fetching water, building
fires, hauling chamber pots, and driving the carriages that take the family
to one social outing after another. While fans of Pride and Prejudice will
no doubt love this book, our reviewer is decidedly not an Austenite, yet
she thoroughly enjoyed this interpretation of the novel, and highly
recommends it.

by Allegra Goodman, historical fiction

Marguerite is born into a very wealthy family in 16th century France.
But when both of her parents die, she is left in the custody of her cruel
and controlling cousin, Jean-Francois, who considers her his personal
property. Jean forces Marguerite to accompany him on a journey to
Canada. Along the way, she falls in love with one of Jean’s servants. As
punishment, Jean abandons Marguerite, her maid, and her lover on a
remote island, with no hope of rescue. All three must face hostile
weather, wild animals, and emotional duress in order to survive. This
historical novel is based on the real life of Marguerite de la Roque who
was marooned on an island in the Gulf of St. Lawrence in 1542. While a
fascinating story, this book is also heavy with references to the religious
expectations of the era.

(Continued on page 2)
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THE LITTLE GIANT OF ABERDEEN COUNTY
by Tiffany Baker, fiction

Truly Plaice is literally larger than life. Her pituitary gland is on
overdrive, which means that she can’t seem to stop growing. This
makes her the object of bullying and ridicule in the small town of
Aberdeen, New York. Meanwhile her older sister, Serena Jane, is
the prettiest girl in town. As if this hadn’t made her life difficult
enough, Truly’s mother died soon after Truly was born, and her
father is struggling to raise his girls alone. Truly manages to
survive her childhood and make it to adulthood, even finding
some loyal friends along the way. Just how she does this, and
ultimately triumphs, is the theme of this life-affirming novel.

THE RUTH STOUT NO-WORK GARDEN BOOK
by Ruth Stout and Richard Clemence, non-fiction

BuG HoLLOW
by Michelle Huneven, fiction

Ruth Stout began
gardening in her
40s and began
contributing articles

This engrossing novel is
the story of a middle-
class family in Southern
California. The story

begins during a summer to Organic

in the mid-1970s when Gardening

Ellis, the 18-year-old magazine about her
eldest son of Phil and unconventional

gardening methods
in her late 60s. This
book, published
when Ruth was 86,
is a collection of
some twenty-five

Sibyl Samuelson, goes
camping one weekend
with some friends and
decides not to return
home. The story follows
the ups and downs of

each member of the years of gardening B ety i
family immediately after - observations and 1 B St Bckand Cvewscr
Ellis leaves home, and in advice. Written S—

the decades that follow. The characters with the author’s

wonderfully reflect the nuances of the human characteristic wit and self-deprecating humor, it
experience. is also full of solid advice about raising

vegetables using the no-till mulch method.

(Continued on page 3)
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British-American writer and atheist Hitchens was known for his
brilliant and prolific writing on religion, literature, and politics.
At the time of his death, in 2011, he left behind some 250,000
words of unpublished essays. This collection includes some of
the best of those. Topics include Dickens, Orwell, Rushdie, and
even Hitchens himself. Recommended for Hitchens fans as well
as for those new to his work.
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THE CHINA STUDY COOKBOOK

by LeAnne Campbell, non-fiction

Dr. T. Colin Campbell co-wrote The China Study
to share the results of his decades-long research
relating food and health. By studying populations
from various different geographical regions in
China, Dr. Campbell and his team were able to
show that cancer and other common chronic
illnesses were linked to diet. This follow-up book,
written by Dr. Campbell’s daughter, gives
practical ways to use this research to improve
health. All recipes are plant-based, with no added
oil and minimal sugar and salt.

THE BIRD HOTEL
by Joyce Maynard, fiction

DECEMBER 2025

STARTLING IMpLICATIONS FOR DIET,
WeiGHT Loss anp Lovg-rery Hiatrm

l CoLm CAMPBELL, lrl)

Irene is a talented young American artist whose life so far
has been marked by tragedy. In an effort to heal, she travels
to a small Central American village, where she checks into a
lakefront hotel near a volcano. Rooted in realistic details
from the author’s frequent trips to Guatemala, the story
follows four decades of characters and events centered on

this obscure but special location.

AND YET.....
by Christopher Hitchens, non-fiction

and yet...

Christopher
Hitchens

(Continued on page 4)
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SHE’S COME UNDONE

By Wally Lamb, fiction . .
Ever have one of those exceptionally difficult days? months? years? Dolores,

the protagonist of this 1992 debut novel seems never able to catch a break in
life. At thirteen, she’s already sequestered herself in her bedroom with nothing

- ol

J;I f/\o} more than a television and a diet of Mallomars, potato chips, and Pepsi to keep
Come her company. This coming-of-age story follows Dolores’s life from the age of
UNinsdone four until she turns forty as she deals with abuse, violence, body image, and
intergenerational trauma. But the novel is also hilarious. A ragtag assembly of
DA supporting characters help Dolores find happiness in small ways so that she

can successfully survive her personal odyssey. The book was named a finalist
for the 1992 Los Angeles Book Awards’ Art Seidenbaum Prize and was selected
as the fourth book for Oprah’s Book Club in 1996.

THE FINAL CONFESSION

THE FINAL CONFESSION OF MABEL STARK
by Robert Hough, historical fiction

Mabel Stark was the stage name of Mary Ann Haynie, one of the most
unconventional circus performers ever to work for the Ringling Brothers. In
this book, Robert Hough arranges for an eighty-year-old Mabel to tell us the
story of her life as a performer: starting with her escape from a mental
institution to begin earning her way as a burlesque dancer, and through e St _ ,
decades of work as an animal trainer, specializing in tigers. Along the way /Y e
she also managed to survive marriages to five different husbands. This y

fascinating story was a favorite with our reviewer.

A READER’S NONFICTION BOOK RECOMMENDATION
Dear Editor,

I am so excited about a book I am reading for the past two weeks.

Actually I’'m listening to it. It’s very long, — 16 CDs— and very timely.

The Title is The Ministry for the Future, by Kim Stanley Robinson. It’s about climate
change, involves the Paris Agreement, eco-terrorism, has many different characters and
perspectives.

The audio book is great because the readers speak with accents of their characters.

I have to admit my favorite parts are some of the ecoterrorism moves.

I can see the possibility of these things truly happening. Yes; I am sick and tired of the slow
pace of environmental protection happening now.

Very thoughtful, lively book.
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Sally L., Wisconsin

(Continued on page 5)
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E TELEVISION/FILM REVIEWS

UNBELIEVABLE

Netflix, Limited Series, 2019, non-fiction
This intense but excellent drama is based on the work of Stacy
Galbraith and Edna Hendershot, two Colorado detectives whose
meticulous investigative work led to the arrest and conviction of a
serial rapist, as well as revisions to the training of police detectives in
m regard to the handling of rape cases. Because of the subject matter,

the series may be difficult to watch for some, but our reviewers were
deeply impressed by the way the women in the story respected each
other, supported each other, believed each other, and worked together. Outstanding
acting by Toni Collette, Merritt Wever, and Kaitlyn Dever.

BETTER DAYS
Prime Video, Feature Film, 2023, fiction

Kate starts her day by donning a costume: after all, it’s Halloween, her
husband’s favorite holiday, and it’s also the anniversary of their first date.
But all is not well. Her husband is dead, and Kate unexpectedly has to
reinvent herself and her life. Billed as a comedy-drama, this Canadian film
stars the brilliant Sonja Smits and was written and directed by Joan Carr-
Wiggin. The story takes a variety of twists and turns which makes for
excellent story-telling.

THE ELEPHANT WHISPERERS
Netflix Documentary, non-fiction

Winner of the Academy Award for Best Documentary in 2023, this film takes the viewer to
rural India, where members of the Kattunayakan tribe lovingly care for hurt and
abandoned elephants, just as their ancestors have done for generations. The documentary
takes place in Mudumalai National Park, and
focuses primarily on two caregivers, Bomman and
Bellie, and two elephants, Raghu and Ammu.
Documentarian Kartiki Gonsalves and producer
Guneet Monga Kapoor decided to focus their work
on the emotional parallels between humans and
elephants, rather than the environmental
controversy surrounding the animals. The result
is a beautiful, understated film that stays with the
viewer long after it ends.

(Continued on page 6)
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| TELEVISION/FILM REVIEWS
k

ALL HER FAULT
Peacock, Limited Series, 2025, fiction

This mystery/thriller series is based on the novel of the same
title by Andrea Mara. It centers on a child-kidnapping that
appears to be the result of miscommunication....poor
parenting....neglect....???? Whatever the reason, the
kidnapping pushes the lives of several families into chaos and
bounces the blame from one woman to another: from mother
to neighbor to nanny and beyond. Multiple secrets and plot
twists make for a gripping viewing experience. Excellent
acting from Sarah Snook and Dakota Fanning.

eacocki

NEWSERIES
NOV 6

ROAR
Apple TV, Limited Series, 2022, fiction

\

Roar is a truly unique series about women. It is based on the short
story collection of the same name by Cecilia Ahern. Each episode is
complete unto itself, but the overall theme of the series, as described
by reviewer Reid Nakamura is one of “darkly comic feminist fables.”
The episodes are relatively short (about 30 minutes), which leaves
plenty of time for the viewer to think and rethink about themes and
messages afterward. In one episode, a woman obsessively removes
and eats photographs from old albums. In another episode, a woman
agrees to her husband’s request that she live her life on a large shelf.
In still another, a woman who tries to assert her opinion suddenly
discovers that she has disappeared, that no one else can see her or
hear her. The wonderful starring actors include Issa Rae, Nicole
Kidman, Cynthia Erivo, Merritt Wever, Alison Brie, Betty Gilpin,
Meera Syal, Fivel Stewart, and Kara Hayward.

DONATIONS WELCOMED

Thank you to all of you who donated to the Womonscape Center in December. Your donations directly help us print and publish
this newsletter. Because the Womonscape Center, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization, all donations are tax-deductible. They can be
sent by mail to Womonscape Center, Inc., PO Box 335, Richland Center WI 53581; they can also be sent online via our website:
www.womonscapecenter.org.



http://www.womonscapecenter.org

A
i

WOMONSCAPE CENTER, INC. DECEMBER 2025
Womonscape. Serving Women. Enriching Lives.

HAVE YOU HEARD OF THIS WOMAN?

STACI LOLA DROUILLARD

prefers to remain in the background of a social group. But give her a pen and paper, and she
becomes a different person. Writing, Staci says, is her “best” form of communication. She uses
the written word to sort the thoughts and feelings she may not be able
to express out loud.

{ S taci Lola Drouillard is not a fan of oral communication. She describes herself as shy, and

Fortunately for the rest of us, she has been very generous and
successful in sharing the results.

Staci is a direct descendent of the Grand Portage Band of Ojibwe,
and calls herself a place-based writer. Her father was Ojibwe and
her mother was of German descent; both sides of the family call the
Grand Marais area of Northern Minnesota their home. Although
she has lived and worked in other places, including a stint in a
Minneapolis-based punk pop rock band in the 1990s, Staci has
always felt most at home along Minnesota’s North Shore. She
currently lives on a large hill overlooking Lake Superior, and divides

| her time between writing a monthly column, hosting a community radio show, and writing books.

| | For those of us who have enjoyed the emotional and economic freedom to live comfortably in

multiple places throughout our lives, it might be hard to understand what it means to call yourself
place-based, or why anyone would want to be tied to one particular place. And, while the Grand
Marais area is a place of great natural beauty, it is not exactly known for its variety of artistic and

| cultural options or its moderate climate. But for Staci’s itinerant German ancestors, being place-

| based meant finding a home and a community where they could finally find a steady job, afford a

# home, and find acceptance on their own terms. For at least four generations, Staci and her

extended family have known that no matter what, they could always come home to Grand Marais,

and someone would support them.

For Staci’s Ojibwe ancestors, a sense of place goes even deeper. The Grand Marais area has been

1 home to her tribe since the mid-1700s, and even though various political and industrial leaders have
| uprooted tribal members over the years to take away land and exploit its resources, the area is now
- recognized for its Indigenous roots. For Staci and her family, the connection to the human and

natural life on this particular land gives her an essential sense of identity and safety.

Nibi means water in the Ojibwe language, and Staci’s monthly column about the Lake Superior area

& is called Nibi Chronicles. She describes it as focused on Indigenous-based environmental writing.

Topics covered include wolves, the fur trade, birch tree art, and water pollution. The column is part

' of Great Lakes Now programming and is sponsored by the Detroit branch of the Public
' Broadcasting System.

" As for her radio connection, Staci found her way to WTIP, the North Shore Community Radio

station over a decade ago. She began working as a volunteer, hosting a women’s music program.
Then, in 2012, Staci was asked to turn her interviews with area tribal elders into a series with a
historical focus. After completing the original series, she began covering more modern Indigenous
stories.

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

Probably the most important part of Staci’s work, however, has come in the form of three books.
The first, Walking the Old Road: A People’s History of Chippewa City, was published in 2019, but
was some thirty years in the works. Chippewa City was an Ojibwe
community that was once a vibrant part of the North Shore area.
In the 1980s, while she was still in college, Staci began
interviewing tribal elders to find out more about this remarkable
off-reservation town. The interviews were essential in reclaiming
the long-term Ojibwe history of the area, rather than telling it
from a European perspective. The book helps readers understand
the powerful sense of place that drives many Indigenous
communities to invest in and reclaim historic lands. It won the
2019 Hamlin Garland Prize for Popular History from the
Midwestern History Association.

Staci’s second book, Seven Aunts, is focused more closely on her

family of origin. Using a combination of compassion, feminism,

family history, and humor, Staci wrote a chapter about each of her seven aunts—four from her
father’s side of the family, and three from her mother’s side. In preparing this book, she drew from
her own memory and from interviews with her cousins and other extended family members. Why
tell stories about women who were not particularly famous or notable outside of their family? Staci
explains, “This book is about the hidden lives of women. Those who rarely speak out of turn and
those who shout their truths to the sky, even though no one is paying attention. The women who
will never grace the cover of a magazine because of a scar they have carried with them since they
were a baby or because they pulled out all their own eyelashes, as the case may be. These are the
women who will never have a street or road named after them, like I wish each of my aunties had....
Each woman’s story is vital to tell—not because they were famous astronauts, inventors, politicians,
or war heroes, but because they had the courage to live in this world at all. And that, for me, is
enough.” Seven Aunts won the 2023 Minnesota Book Award for Memoir and was a “Minnesota
Reads” selection at the Library of Congress National Book Festival.

In her third book, A Family Tree, Staci tries her hand at writing for children. This 2024 story is
based on a real-life event. Staci’s grandparents had to move from their home, and didn’t want to
leave behind a young spruce tree that had sprouted in their garden. In order to take it with them,
they dug up the tree and transplanted it in one of Staci’s aunt’s gardens, so they would always know
where it was. The story draws parallels between the way people and trees experience change.

The book was a coordinated effort between Staci and Native illustrator Kate Gardiner
(Chaubunagungamaug band of Nipmuck)

Staci has felt invisible as a woman, as a person of color, and as an Indigenous person for much of
her life. But she is working hard to change this, not just for herself, but for others. In a 2024
interview for the Native Lights program on WTIP, she reflected as follows.

There is no shortage of Indigenous brilliance, Indigenous crazies, Indigenous people doing
very, very hard and inspiring work. And so we’re only just gonna get louder, and the reach is
only going to get bigger and bigger. I just always want to remind people that there’s no
shortage of great work done by Native creators. Getting mainstream people to pay attention is
the biggest hurdle, in my opinion.

Fortunately, Staci is steadily receiving the attention and platform to do just that.
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| survivors of the race massacre. Viola’s brother, Hughes Van Ellis, who

i Viola was known for her dedication to preserving the memory of the

! up, raising children, and working before she began really focusing on
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HAVE YOU HEARD OF THIS WOMAN?

VIOLA FLETCHER

iola Fletcher, who lived to the age of 111, was the oldest remaining survivor of the 1921 Tulsa
s ; Race Massacre in the Greenwood neighborhood of Tulsa,
Oklahoma. In addition, she was one of the last known living
also survived the massacre, died in 2023 at the age of 102. (Lessie
Benningfield Randle is now the last known survivor, at age 111, just five
months younger than Viola.)

Greenwood community and her years of pursuing justice for the
descendants of massacre victims. But she spent many decades growing

oral history and political activism.

. Viola was born Viola Ford in Comanche, Oklahoma, near Oklahoma

City, in 1914. She was the second of eight children. Her family moved to a house in the thriving
Greenwood neighborhood of Tulsa when she was a young girl. The area was once referred to as
Black Wall Street for its prosperous mix of businesses, professional offices, and middle- and
upper-class homes. But on May 31, 2021, when Viola was just seven years old, a White mob
descended on the area after a local newspaper published a sensationalized report about a Black
man who was arrested after being accused of assaulting a White woman.

The incident was later clarified as follows. On May 30, 1921, a nineteen year-old Black shoeshiner
named Dick Rowland was on his way to use an elevator to get to the segregated bathroom on the
top floor of a downtown Tulsa building. Rowland tripped when he entered the elevator and, in an
effort to keep from falling, grabbed the arm of the elevator operator, a White woman named Sarah
Page. Page was startled and screamed; Roland fled the scene, and a White clerk in the building

' called the police and reported the incident as an attempted assault. Police arrested Rowland the

following day; both police and prosecutors believed he was innocent and planned to not charge
him. However, a Tulsa Tribune newspaper article claimed Rowland had attacked Page and torn

" her clothes.

I As aresult, a group of angry White people assembled outside the Tulsa courthouse and spread
{ rumors that Rowland had been lynched. A group of Black men assembled in response, and the
 tension between the two groups erupted in gunfire. At first the conflict was limited to an area near

the Tulsa courthouse, but violence soon spread to the Greenwood community. In her 2023
memoir, Don’t Let Them Bury My Story, she wrote, “I could never forget the charred ruins of our
once-thriving community, the smoke billowing in the air, and the terror-stricken faces of my
neighbors.” She also remembered leaving town with her family in a horse-drawn buggy, driving
past piles of bodies in the streets, and watching as a White man shot a Black man in the head, then

' fired toward her family. As a result of this experience, until the end of her life, Viola slept sitting up
- on her couch with the lights on.

The massacre destroyed 35 city blocks and left some 10,000 Black people homeless, including
Viola’s family. And, while some of the residents returned to Greenwood to rebuild, Viola’s family
was not among them. Instead, they became sharecroppers, living out of a tent. Viola’s formal
education was cut short: she left school after fourth grade.

(Continued on page 10)
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VIOLA FLETCHER (Continued from page 9)

In 1930, at the age of 16, Viola moved back to Tulsa, where she worked in a
. department store, cleaning and creating window displays. While in Tulsa
+ she also met and married her husband, Robert Fletcher, and moved with

ii him to California at the age of 18. During World War II, Viola worked as a
welder in a Los Angeles shipyard. Unfortunately, her marriage to Robert
was not a happy one: he was physically abusive, and Viola left him while

- she was pregnant with their son, Robert Ford Fletcher. She and the baby
moved back to Oklahoma, this time living in a town north of Tulsa named
. Bartlesville. Viola’s family and community in Oklahoma gave her the
support she needed to raise her son, Robert, as well as two other children,
James Edward Ford and Debra Stein Ford, from other relationships. She
worked for decades as a housekeeper: cooking, cleaning, and caring for
children, until she finally retired at the age of 85.

Viola spent many of her retirement years speaking about the Tulsa massacre and the need for justice.
She advocated for the massacre’s victims, and worked hard to ensure that the largely forgotten tragedy
was appropriately remembered. For nearly one hundred years, the people who lost their lives, their
| homes, and their livelihoods in Greenwood were rarely, if ever, mentioned as a part of Oklahoma or U.S.
¢ history. Viola supported a lawsuit for reparations and published a memoir of her experience. She spoke
! tojournalists and, in 2021, she testified before the U.S. Congress.

' She joined two other survivors in suing Tulsa for 2020 reparations, including a 99 year tax holiday for
|| residents who are descendants of victims of the massacre. The Oklahoma Supreme Court dismissed the
case, but in June of this year, Tulsa announced the establishment of a $105 million trust to address the
enduring impacts of the massacre.

Viola also traveled to Ghana with her brother, Hughes Van Ellis, who was himself a survivor. They met
I with President Nana Akufo-Addo, and Viola was crowned a queen mother and given the Ghanian name
| Naa Lamiley (one who is strong, who stands the test of time).

| In 2021, then President Joe Biden met with Fletcher and the other living survivors during a visit to Tulsa

1l to mark the 100th anniversary of the massacre. “We should know the good, the bad, everything,” Biden

4 said in a speech during the visit. “That’s what great nations do. They come to terms with their dark sides.
' And we're a great nation.”

On the evening of her death, Viola’s grandson, Tke Howard, had
this to say about his grandmother’s life.

Mother Fletcher was a pillar of strength and dignity. For
more than a century, she carried her memories with courage,
grace, and unwavering honesty. She shared her story with
the world not for recognition, but because she believed deeply
in truth, in perseverance, and in the power of hope—even
after the hardest of losses.

Mother Fletcher held onto her hope for more than a century.

She kept speaking. She kept showing up. She kept believing

that her voice had meaning—and that every person has the right to stand firm in what they know
is right and true.

10
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QUOTES

~ L will not be dismissed. Our stories, our Pain, and our demand {:orjus’cicc

cannot be erased or ignored.

~ Pmreal Proucl to be this age. Itsa blessing to live this |ong. Mrcandoit,
others can. Just do the things that are goocl for you.

)g( - Quotes above from Viola Fletcher (See pp. 9-10)

~ But here’s the thing-when Family secrets and hidden truths are shuttered away

and Protcctecl at all costs, someone alwags has to pay the Price.

- Staci Lola Drouillard (See pp. 7-8)
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